
Changes that have been planned and 
implemented over the past four 
years reached a crescendo on Sept. 

6, when students arrived for the opening 
day of school in what could be described 
as a new school district.
Over the course of the summer, Tahoma 

School District changed its grade align-
ment by moving ninth-graders to the new 
Tahoma High School, repurposing the old 
high school and Tahoma Junior High into 
middle schools for grades 6-8, and creat-
ing two additional elementary schools at 
what used to be Cedar River and Tahoma 
middle schools. Topping the list of chang-
es is completion of the new Lake Wilder-
ness Elementary School a year ahead of 
schedule.
The new schools and grade alignments 

are the result of the November 2013 
construction bond measure that voters 
approved as a way to relieve overcrowd-
ing across the district. All of the major 
projects planned as part of the bond 
measure have been completed on time 
or ahead of schedule. Lake Wilderness 
Elementary was originally planned as a 
major remodel of the old school that was 
scheduled for completion in time for the 
2018-2019 school year. Thanks to cost 

savings achieved on the Tahoma High 
School project and the district’s success 
in securing additional state construction 
matching funds, the school board decid-
ed to build a new school. It is built on 
what once was the back playfield of the 
old structure, which was demolished and 
removed during the summer. 
Here is a summary of the many changes 

that have taken place over the past four 
years:

• Bond-funded work began the summer of 
2014, when roofs were replaced at Rock 
Creek Elementary, Cedar River Middle 
School and the Central Services Center. 
New siding was installed at Rock Creek, 
Glacier Park Elementary, Cedar River and 
Central Services. Multiple schools had im-
provements to the heating and ventilation 
systems. Also that summer, all schools 
received new, energy-efficient outdoor 
lighting, paid for with a state energy grant.
• New Tahoma High School: In May 

of 2015, the groundbreaking of the 
project was celebrated. Work on the 
321,325-square-foot facility continued 
through last spring, and the school was 
dedicated on Aug. 8, 2017. The new 
school houses grades 9-12. Cost savings 

from the initial portion of the project also 
allowed funding for several improve-
ments that were listed as alternative bids, 
including artificial turf on the baseball and 
softball fields, motorized roller shades on 
hard-to-reach windows in the commons, a 
storage building for track and field equip-
ment, additional foam insulation, adding 
a large covered area in the CTE wing, two 
additional batting cages and more storage 
for P.E. classes.
• Reconfiguration: With the ninth-grad-

ers now attending the new high school, 
the old high school became Maple View 
Middle School, with grades 6-8. The old 
junior high became Summit Trail Middle 
School, also grades 6-8. Tahoma Mid-
dle School is now Tahoma Elementary 
School, and Cedar River Middle School is 
now Cedar River Elementary. 
• Security: A comprehensive review of 

security was conducted at all schools, 
and changes made after that review. Main 

entrances at Rock Creek, Glacier Park, 
Summit Trail, Cedar River Elementary 
and Tahoma Elementary were remodeled 
to improve visibility and control access. 
Security fencing was added at Shadow 
Lake Elementary, Glacier Park Elementa-
ry, Tahoma Elementary and Cedar River 
Elementary. Shrubs and trees at all schools 
were also trimmed and adjusted to im-
prove sight lines and reduce places where 
intruders could conceal themselves. Addi-
tional security measures will be added to 
Shadow Lake next summer.
• Safety: New gym floors were installed 

at Shadow Lake, Rock Creek and Glacier 
Park elementary schools. The flooring 
material is called Mondo Advanced, a du-
rable, multi-use surface. Disabled access 
ramps at all campuses were inspected, re-
paired or replaced. The backstage area in 
the theater at Tahoma Elementary was re-
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Schools pass 
transition test

Students arrive for the first day of classes at the new Tahoma High School.    
Because it is in the middle of Maple Valley, many students can walk or ride 
bikes to school. See related story, page 4.

New buildings, grade realignments 
make their debut in historic shift
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When the new high school was still being planned and 
built, administrators wanted to create not just a building 
that would inspire students, but a culture that helps con-
nect them to the past as well.
“It’s important to have something to anchor you,” Princi-

pal Terry Duty said, explaining that one element that will 
help reinforce this idea is the artwork created by alumni 
Iris Scott and Tom Ourada.
The two works were unveiled the week of the dedication 

ceremony during a special reception to honor the artists 
and the donors who made it possible. 
Scott, a 2002 THS grad who has gained international 

acclaim for her oil finger paintings, created “Arctos,” a 
female grizzly bear that is displayed prominently at the 
entrance to the grand staircase. Ourada, who graduated in 
1987, is a wood-floor artist who created two inlaid-wood 
benches alongside the grand staircase that seem certain 
to attract students and staff. All of the artwork was paid 
for through private donations, coordinated by the Maple 
Valley Creative Arts Council. 
Ourada said that when he learned that the art would be 

displayed on the first floor, which has a theme of lakes 
and rivers, he decided he wanted to do something that 
connected to water. Thinking about all the learning that 
comes from making mistakes or getting stuck helped him 
land on the idea and name for “Logjam.” As he worked 
on the piece, Ourada said he thought about the different 
“pools of influence” that affect people as they grow up -- 
and the way his adolescence and years at Tahoma helped 
shape him. He used all those concepts to plan and craft 
the benches, which are placed at the edge of the grand 
staircase and underneath it.
Scott also talked about how she created her piece, from 

brainstorming possible scenes she wanted to portray, to 
settling on a single, female bear moving toward the view-

er with a look of determina-
tion. 
“After weeks of sketching/

pondering the concept I de-
cided that I wanted to depict 
an image that was about 
pure focus,” she wrote. “The 
viewer decides what it is 
she’s pursuing, but make no 
mistake this grizzly is com-
mitted.”
Scott shared that several Ta-

homa teachers in particular 
helped her become the artist 
she is today, including Bar-
bara Quirie, Peggy Camp-
bell and Suzanne Gardner. 
She said Quirie, who was 
one of Scott’s elementary 
school teachers, helped in-
still a sense of confidence. 
She described her sixth 
grade teacher, Campbell, as 
a “wildly creative” inspira-
tion. And her high school art 
teacher, Gardner, was one of the first people Scott ever 
saw painting on large canvases, using big brushes and 
strokes.
“Iris was a special kid, from day one,” said Gardner, who 

taught at the high school until 2015. “She always had 
more than one painting going. ... She was always positive 
and open, and listened to what you had to say.”
Quirie and Scott still get together occasionally to paint, 

and Quirie owns 10 of Iris’ paintings, including a print of 
“Arctos” that she purchased on the night of the unveiling.

painted and rigging equipment replaced. 
The all-weather running track at Summit 
Trail Middle School was resurfaced.
• New Lake Wilderness Elementary: In 

May of 2016, the groundbreaking of the 
new building was celebrated. Students 
used sand shovels to turn over dirt on 
what is now their new playfield, behind 
the site where the new building went up 
over the past 15 months. 
The new building was proposed as a 

result of cost savings on the new Tahoma 
High School and other improvement proj-
ects. Initial plans earmarked $18 million 
to remodel the site, and those dollars were 
combined with impact fees from new 
home construction and additional state 
construction matching funds to provide 
another $24.3 million. The change to the 
new school was proposed to the Taho-
ma Bond Oversight Committee and the 
school board, both of which unanimously 
supported the change. The new school 

has a capacity of about 750.
• Changes to transform the two old mid-

dle schools into elementary schools were 
budgeted at about $8.5 million. Projects 
included repaving and beautification of 
the courtyard at CRES, locker removal, 
modernization, bathroom renovations, 
restoration of the historic exterior at TES, 
cameras and access-control door swipes, 
heating and ventilation upgrades at TES, 
playgrounds and covered play sheds were 
constructed, and new parking was added 
at each site.
• Maple View Middle School: A student 

restroom was added to the 200 building, 
which is now the eighth grade wing, the 
multipurpose room stage was renovated, a 
parent drop-off area was added to the side 
parking lot, cameras and access-control 
door swipes were installed, and signage 
was updated.
• Summit Trail Middle School: Ac-

cess-control door swipes and security 
cameras were installed, a security ves-

tibule was configured in the main office 
area and signage was updated.
• Shadow Lake Elementary School: 

Heating and ventilating systems were 
upgraded; work is underway to create an 
all-weather playground.
• Additional changes included the dem-

olition and removal of portables at most 
sites.
• Moving: With about two-thirds of staff 

in different locations this fall, consid-
erable purging, recycling, packing and 
moving occurred. These costs were 
budgeted for ahead of time and paid for 
by bond funds.
• Curriculum and model reviews: New 

classroom spaces and buildings are 
important, but what happens inside them 
is vital. Executive Director of Teaching 
and Learning Dawn Wakeley led model 
review processes (conducted in commit-
tees that included staff and parents) to 
provide students with improved choices 
and opportunities, as well as intervention 

support for struggling learners. Model re-
views were conducted at the high school, 
middle and elementary levels, and also of 
the arts and elective programs. In addi-
tion, extensive curriculum reviews were 
conducted across multiple grade levels.
In all, the district raised a total of 

$243,923,652 for construction and 
facilities improvements. The bulk of the 
money came from the $195 million bond 
sale. The next biggest chunk is from 
the state, which provided $34,691,977 
in construction matching funds (which 
was higher than originally expected) and 
another $4 million provided by the state 
legislature to help purchase property for 
the new high school. 
Money also was generated by new 

home construction in Maple Valley and 
the unincorporated areas of the Tahoma 
School District, which added $8,138,127 
in construction impact fees. Another $2 
million was raised from interest on the 
construction funds.

Transition to new schools, alignments goes as planned

Alumni artists contribute to new high school’s culture

Tahoma High School Principal Terry Duty and 2002 alumna Iris Scott stand 
alongside “Arctos,” Scott’s painting of a charging grizzly bear that is displayed 
adjacent to the grand staircase, where fellow alumni artist Tom Ourada (below) 
created two inlaid wood benches.
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Vibrant kites soared across the high ceiling and 
bouquets of balloons dotted the foyer of the new Lake 
Wilderness Elementary, greeting students and families 
with color at every turn.
As the community entered the building for the dedica-

tion ceremony Aug. 31, many said, “Wow, beautiful!” 
“Isn’t this awesome,” and pointed out the kites, which 
are actually sound-absorbing tiles.
“I think that the use of color is incredible,” said Au-

brey Durbin, PTSA president. “I think that is important 
in an elementary school, and I love all the natural light 
that comes into the building.”
Parent Joanna Guest, who also attended the event, 

agreed.
“It’s cool! My older three kids went to the old school,” 

said Guest, whose 8-year-old started school at the 
new building Sept.6. “I’m really excited. ... The color 
choices are really aesthetically pleasing.”
During the dedication ceremony, School Board mem-

ber Tami Henkel recalled the beginning of the project, 
which many of the students and staff in the room 
helped celebrate.
“Four hundred and seventy-eight days ago, a lot of us 

were right here for the groundbreaking,” Henkel said. 
“That’s a pretty quick turnaround, right guys?”
She thanked the voters and the community for sup-

porting Lake Wilderness’ need for a new building.
“I know the Wildcat Way will continue and Lake Wil-

derness will always be a wonderful place to learn and 
grow,” Henkel said.
Principal Audrey Meyers, Ph.D., said that for her, the 

evening brought to mind three words: “excitement,” 
“thankful,” and “opportunity.”
“Excitement in the sense that this building offers a 

new learning experience for our students,” Meyers 

said, noting that the school is not only visually stun-
ning but also well-equipped to help prepare students 
to be Future Ready. She said she is thankful for the 
patience and perseverance of teachers and staff and 
also to all those who helped make the new school a 
reality. Meyers emphasized “opportunity” because the 
new building opens the door to many possibilities.
“This new building has ignited a passion within us to 

create a mission and vision of learning for our students, 
built upon a foundation of meaningful partnerships 
with our families,” she said. “We are looking forward 
to our future with you by our side in this beautiful new 
Lake Wilderness Elementary.”
Fifth-grader Leah T. said the new building is “really 

nice,” and that she is excited for her new class with 
Kelly Weiner.
Maisen F., who is entering fourth grade, said she likes 

the benches at the new school, and the new library 
because it has reading nooks and the model Lake Wil-
derness made out of LEGOS.
Eden S., also a new fourth-grader, said the new school 

is “awesome,” and that she likes the “giant classrooms!”
Many students and parents congregated on the new 

playground equipment and Forever Lawn behind the 
new building. Children ran races on the turf, turned 
cartwheels and waved balloons.

On the evening of the dedication of the 
new Tahoma High School, the halls, 
common spaces and classrooms were 
filled with something that they had lacked 
throughout the construction of the new 
facility: Hundreds of students, and their 
families.
About 2,000 community members at-

tended the grand opening of the building 
on Aug. 8, and many more toured later 
the same week during the open house. 
“I think it’s beautiful,” community mem-

ber Yuriana Rivera said, mentioning that a 
few of her favorite areas were the robotics 
and fabrication classrooms.
Incoming freshman Melany Rivera said 

she likes the “spacious” feeling and the 
fact that classrooms are grouped with 
similar subjects.
Throughout the school are elements that 

showcase the history of the area, provided 
by the Maple Valley Historical Society 
and other individuals and groups.
“The whole school is wonderful,” said 

Dick Peacock, president of the Maple 
Valley Historical Society. “A lot of fore-
thought went into this building.”
Many who attended paused to examine 

the many photo displays along the main 
hall in the east entrance, finding pictures 

of family members and friends from 
Tahoma’s past.
Different features stood out to each 

guest, from the shining 600-seat perform-
ing arts center to the multiple gymnasi-
ums to the auto technology shop and the 
space-age, egg-shaped chairs under the 
grand staircase. The building is already 
graced by beautiful art, created by alumni 
Iris Scott and Tom Ourada, and is filled 
with display cases waiting to showcase 

the many projects students will create in 
years to come.
School Board President Mary Jane 

Glaser spoke at the dedication, thanking 
everyone who contributed to the cre-
ation of the new Tahoma Senior High 
School. Glaser began with her fellow 
school board members, who she said 
always keep students at the center of 
their work, and listed many school, city, 
state officials, along with numerous other 

groups and the architects and construction 
workers.
“You have created a beautiful school that 

we all can be proud of. If I were a student 
I would count myself lucky to attend 
this school.” Glaser said. “Thank you for 
trusting us to build this fabulous facili-
ty. ... The faith that you placed in us to 
provide those opportunities are not taken 
lightly. Thank you, voters!”
During Bear Days, teens and community 

members poured into the school again, to 
pay fees, get photos taken, walk the halls 
to find their classes.
“It’s huge and has a very modern aesthet-

ic,” said senior Josh Hess, who noted that 
he particularly liked the themed levels of 
the three-story building (lakes and rivers 
for the first floor, forests for the second 
floor and mountains for the third floor). 
Hess, who was waiting near the Future 
Ready Center with other students, also 
said he’s excited to take video production 
and use its large studio.
At the dedication, Maple Valley City 

Council member and Tahoma Bond 
Oversight Committee member Bill 
Allison wrapped up his speech this way: 
“To every Bear -- past, present and future 
-- welcome home!”

Dedicated to educating students
More than 2,000 turn out to formally open new Tahoma High School

Community applauds debut of new Lake Wilderness Elementary  

Tahoma School Board President Mary Jane Glaser snips the gold dedication 
ribbon to formally open Tahoma High School.

The Wildcat mascot welcomes visitors to the Aug. 
31 Lake Wilderness Elementary dedication cere-
mony, which attracted hundreds of visitors.
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Mike Rocheleau, a technician for Sports Labs USA, tests the Fieldturf playing 
surface at Maxwell Stadium to ensure it meets safety standards. All district artifi-
cial turf fields are tested by Sports Labs USA or other independent testing com-
panies each year to obtain a G-max value, which measures the turf’s hardness 
and its ability to absorb impacts. All of Tahoma’s fields meet established safety 
standards. Fields are maintained by trained district maintenance staff to ensure 
that crumb-rubber infill is sufficient and that foreign objects, such as leaves and 
other debris, are removed.

Testing turf for student safety

Jobs available for bus drivers, support positions

Driver alert: More students will 
walk, bike to school this year

Student transportation is going to be dif-
ferent this year, which is in response to 
the unprecedented change taking place 
across the Tahoma 
School District. 
Perhaps the biggest 

change affects high 
school students who 
live within walking 
distance of the new 
school. Students who 
are within about a 
1.5-mile radius and 
who have a safe-walk 
route will no longer 
ride the school bus. 
The old high school 
did not have safe-
walk routes, due to 
its rural location. By 
comparison, students 
in neighboring dis-
tricts such as Kent 
and Auburn walk two 
miles to school.
More students will 

walk to Glacier Park 
Elementary this year, 
and Lake Wilderness 
Elementary students 
will see changes in the route to their new 
school, which stands on what used to be 
the playfield for the old building that was 
demolished during the summer. Crossing 
guards will be on duty to direct students 
as they access the campus from Witte 
Road. Students and visitors must enter 
the campus from Witte Road, because 
other entrances have been removed and 
a perimeter fence limits access. Separate 
entrances and lanes for bus traffic and 

car traffic are in place to reduce conges-
tion and improve safety. 
Increasing the number of students who 

walk or bike to school 
is encouraged by the 
office of the state Su-
perintendent of Public 
Instruction. Walking 
to school is good ex-
ercise and reduces the 
number of buses on 
the road, which aids 
with traffic congestion 
and is more environ-
mentally friendly. 
The new safe-walk 

routes were estab-
lished in 2016, using 
recommendat ions 
made by a committee 
of district staff, city 
of Maple Valley po-
lice and public works 
officials, and parent 
representatives. State 
law authorizes school 
boards to establish 
routes for buses, as 
well as distances and 
routes for students 

who walk. Safe-walk route maps can be 
viewed on the Tahoma web page. The 
committee will conduct annual reviews 
of safe-walk routes in the district.
Additional safe-walk routes are planned 

for Rock Creek Elementary School in 
time for the 2018-2019 school year.
The other big change is to bus routes 

and times, which were overhauled to im-
prove efficiency and to adjust to changes 
in schools and bell times.

The Tahoma School District is hiring 
full-time and substitute school bus drivers, 
paraeducators, and other support posi-
tions.
Bus drivers typically work between four 

and eight hours per day, and the schedules 
are quite flexible. Substitute drivers have 
additional flexibility, as they are able to 
pick and choose which shifts and days 
they would like to work.

 Individuals with no experience are 
welcome to apply; the district helps new 
drivers get training and they are reim-
bursed for any training fees. To view the 
available jobs or apply for positions, visit 
this link: https://tahomajobs.hrmplus.net/
JobOpenings.aspx and then select “clas-
sified.” Or, simply visit the Tahoma web 
page and look for the employment tab: 
www.tahomasd.us

Safe-walk reminders
• Talk with your child about 
expectations such as not taking 
shortcuts, not playing tag/chase, 
pushing or shoving near the street.
• Encourage children to cross 
streets only at traffic signals, 
crosswalks and corners. Teach 
children to stop before the curb 
and look for traffic using "left, 
right, left" checks. Make eye con-
tact with the driver of oncoming 
vehicles, and continue looking in 
all directions while crossing. Ask 
your child to walk rather than run 
across the street.
• Ask students to stay alert while 
they are walking; pay attention to 
parked cars that may be preparing 
to back out or depart. Don’t use 
headphones and don’t use or read 
portable devices, such as phones, 
when crossing streets.

School board honors student-actors

Recent Tahoma High School graduates Morgan Roberts, left, and Sam Bennett 
received recognition by the Tahoma School Board recently for their outstanding 
performances in last spring’s school musical production of “Ghost.” Roberts and 
Bennett each were awarded the Outstanding Performance by a Lead Actor as part 
of the 5th Avenue Theatre Awards and a trip to New York City’s “Jimmy Awards.”


